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All Are Welcome at our 
Weekly Services: 
 

Wednesday Eucharist,   
7:00pm 
 

Sunday Eucharist,  
10:00am 
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On Saturday, May 22, at the deanery service at 
The Parish of the Good Shepherd, Waban, Trin-
ity parishioner David MacNair reaffirmed his 
baptismal vows before Bishop Bud Cedarholm.  
David, along with catechumen Melanie Lane 
and prospective confirmand Bryan Fitzmartin, 
had been part of Trinity’s catechumenal process, 
meeting with Trinity’s catechists twice monthly 
since January – weekly during Lent – to discuss 
how God has been active in their lives, to study 
scripture, to explore questions about the Faith, 
and to pray together. 
  
At the service David, presented by catechists 
Chuck Hornberger and The Revs. Sharon Cic-
carelli and Todd Miller, kneeled before Bp. Ce-
darholm, who laid his hands on David’s head 
and prayed: 
 

“David, may the Holy Spirit, who has begun 
a good work in you, direct and uphold you 
in the service of Christ and his kingdom.  
Amen.” 

 
David, Melanie and Bryan report that the 

At its May 13 meeting, the Trinity Parish 
Vestry voted to dedicate 10% of its 2010 
operating expenses to outreach and mission 
in 2011.  The following is excerpted from 
the May 13 vestry minutes: 
  

Aligning resources with shared pur-
pose.  We continued our discussion from 
April 15 and May 8 regarding the bring-
ing of our resources into alignment with 
our mission / shared purpose: 
 
“What 1-3 things would be a ‘game 
changer’ for Trinity in 2010?” i.e., thing
(s) that, if we were to implement them, 
would set direction for a faithful, healthy 
and attractive parish for the next 1, 5 or 

(CON’T PAGE 3 REAFFIRMATION ) (CON’T PAGE 4 OUTREACH ) 
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The antidote to 
“nice” is not go-
ing out of our 
way to be mean, 
the antidote to 
nice is convic-
tion.  “What is 
lost in being 
nice?”  Convic-
tion.  Thank 
God, that at the 
heart of our lit-
urgy every Sun-
day, we express 
our Christian 
conviction in the 
Nicene Creed:  
“We believe in 
one God, the 
Father, the al-
mighty, maker 
of heaven and earth…  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God…We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life.”  As a community that weekly recites the 
Creed, we have the possibility of being a healthy community, 
of being a community of conviction.  (Do we have to believe 
the Creed in order to recite it?  The Creed is unbelievable, and 
all of us are works in progress as we try to comprehend its 
mysteries.  What is important is that we recite it and continu-
ally wrestle with its meanings.) 
 
Conviction in something so esoteric as the Trinity seems rather 
quaint.  Hasn’t conviction in the Trinity gotten people killed in 
the past?  Why would we want to bother asserting conviction in 
the Trinity?   We want to bother asserting conviction in the 
Trinity because, as the Fathers of the Church put it, “Right be-
lief leads to right living.”    
 
To be in a parish that is perpetually nice is to be in a parish that 
possesses an inadequate understanding of the Trinity. Remem-
ber that in the Trinity, there is a distinction of persons in a 
unity of being:  “We worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in 
Unity, neither confounding the Persons, nor dividing the Sub-
stance.”    In a parish bound by nice and afraid of conflict, the 
distinction of persons is minimized.  In such a nice parish 
afraid of difference, the “Persons are confounded,” to use 
Trinitarian language.  Not only does a nice parish confound the 
persons, but it also does not trust the unity:  if there is truly a 
unity, how then could it be broken by distinctions?  (And what 
sort of unity would it be if there were no distinctions?  A bor-
ing one unbefitting the Trinity!) 
 
Another limitation of nice is that nice is a common ingredient 
in loneliness.  Though on the surface nice might be a better 
way than conviction to counter loneliness – being nice suppos-
edly helps us engage with a wider variety of people and make 
them favorably disposed toward us – nice is actually a lonely 
place because it limits the depth of connection.  Conviction, 

Today’s sermon is primarily about conflict.  I’m going to tell 
us that conflict – unpleasant though it may be for some of us –  
is necessary for healthy relationships and healthy communities.  
And to a lesser extent today’s sermon is also about loneliness.  
But we’re not going to start there.  The portal through which 
we will arrive at our starting point is the book, The Southern 
Belle Primer, by Maryln Schwartz. 

As you know, I am married to a southern belle.  When Ashley 
and I became engaged, one of the men for whom I worked – 
himself from Tennessee – passed  Schwartz’ book along to me.  
“Here.  You might find this helpful,” he said.  Prescient words!  
When I opened the cover to The Southern Belle Primer, I 
opened a window into the foreign country we call “the South.”  
I learned about cotillions, sorority rush, trousseau teas, Junior 
League socials, and even the arcane “Southern Zodiac of Sil-
verware.”  (Chantilly girls must never marry a man from a fam-
ily with Grand Baroque.  Girls with Acorn inevitably end up at 
one of those Ivy League Yankee schools and drink beer straight 
out of the bottle.)    The most useful thing I learned in The 
Primer was “The Belle's Spectrum of Praise:” I learned that 
words such as “darlin’” and “precious” are the belles’ highest 
flattery.  Down the scale is “cute,” which is mild approval.  
“Sweet” is code for strong condemnation.  And for a belle to 
say someone is “nice” is the “kiss of death.”  

Here in the belle’s word “nice” is our starting point.  I want to 
start with “nice” because we Christians – especially we Episco-
palians – like to think of God as “nice.”  And if God is nice, we 
imagine that we are supposed to be nice, too.  But as the South-
ern Belle Primer shows us, “nice” has limitations.  One limita-
tion of “nice” is that God is not nice.  Yes, I know such a state-
ment goes against what was taught many of us in our Sunday 
Schools, but talk to anybody who has read the whole Bible in 
the Whole Bible Experience.  Throughout the scriptures God is 
compassionate, merciful, filled with “loving-kindness,” slow to 
anger, faithful, just… but God is not “nice.”  And this is not 
only the Old Testament God.  God in the New Testament can 
hardly be said to be “nice” – he sent his only son to die for us.   
 
Given that we think God is “nice” and that we are to be “nice,” 
it is inevitable that our parishes tend to be “nice” as well.  This 
brings us to a second great limitation of “nice.”  Nice parishes 
are dangerous places.  (If you’re ever visiting a parish and 
sense that it is “really a nice place,” get out of there fast!)  In a 
nice parish, a parish in which we pretend that there is no con-
flict, conflict – which is inevitable and a part of every relation-
ship or community – goes underground.  And instead of being 
a place where the Gospel is preached and souls are renewed 
and there is power to set free from sin, with conflict gone un-
derground the endeavor we call “church” becomes a calculated 
form of passive aggression.  The only way to move forward or 
to get anything done is through manipulation.  (Or, alternately, 
the church never moves forward or gets anything done.)   
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Bp. Cederholm prayed the following prayer for David 
when he made a reaffirmation of his baptismal vows: 
 
Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and res-
urrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have overcome 
sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing 
of your Holy Spirit you have bound us to your service.  
Renew in this your servant the covenant you made with 
him at his Baptism.  Send him forth in the power of 
that Spirit to perform the service you set before him; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever.  Amen. 

months-long experience of the catechumenate has been life-
changing. “The catechumenate was not the formal class of 
‘right’ or ‘wrong’ I had thought it might be,” said Melanie.  “I 
always felt comfortable asking questions and sharing experi-
ences.  The catechumenate helped me to understand scripture 
readings and see how God is in my life every day. ”  David 
noted that what he appreciated most about the catechumenate 
was the journey, “exploring and becoming more familiar with 
scriptures, prayer and the Episcopal Church, while developing 
a close bond with other travelers.”  Bryan remarked that “our 
catechumenate class was more than just religious education.  It 
provided a community atmosphere where our group could help 
each other grow in faith.” 
 
If you would like to participate in the catechumenate, please 
speak to one of Trinity’s catechists. 

REAFFIRMATION   (CONT.) though more difficult and more costly at the first, has much 
greater potential than nice for developing substantial, satisfying 
relationships.  (We’ve all heard stories of senators who are bit-
terly opposed in the Senate, but fast friends outside the senate 
who frequently lunch or golf together.  They are bound by having 
conviction, even though they may have quite different convic-
tions!)  The Trinity can be our model here:  the Trinity is distinct 
persons connected in unity, and being connected in unity they 
cannot be said to be lonely. 
  
What does this all mean for us at Trinity Parish?  Let me tell you 
a story.  Two years ago I was talking to one of our bishops about 
the last visit he made to Trinity, perhaps 6 or seven years ago 
now.  Eager to learn more about our past at Trinity, I asked him 
what was his impression of Trinity?  “They were all really nice,” 
he said.  “Just really nice.”  “What do you mean?”  I asked.  
“Well, I asked the vestry what the most pressing issue at Trinity 
was.  They said, ‘Trying to get the city not to put ‘No Parking’ 
signs on Homer St.’” 
 
We have come a long way since then.  We are beginning to see 
signs of conviction.  Over the past two years, people at Trinity 
have been preparing to make reaffirmation of their baptismal 
vows, preparing to say that our Baptism matters. Though for the 
first three years of my time at Trinity we had unanimous vestry 
votes, we no longer have unanimous vestry votes; indeed, two out 
of our last three meetings have had non-unanimous votes.  And 
the greatest challenge facing us at Trinity Parish is no longer the 
parking signs on Homer St., but where to find the money to make 
good on the vestry’s vote to dedicate 10% of our operating ex-
penses to outreach and mission in 2011. 
 
An important thing to keep in mind as we develop conviction is 
that we also pay attention to developing humility.  Every Sunday 
our expression of conviction in the Creed is followed by an ex-
ample of humility in the Eucharist.  In the Eucharist, we remem-
ber and celebrate Jesus’ humbling himself, even to death on the 
cross.  Humility is necessary with conviction, lest we close our-
selves off from learning more.   
 
As we continue to be a people who recite the Creed, we will be-
come a parish more and more grounded in conviction.  And as we 
are grounded in this conviction, we will be able to more and more 
bear the things that Jesus has to say to us, and the Spirit will lead 
us into all truth.  It is my prayer for Trinity that, in five or six 
years, we will have grown in conviction and grown in humility, 
and the truths we cannot now bear, the Spirit will be telling us; so 
that we may be a community beyond “nice” – even beyond 
“darlin’” and “precious” – but a community being guided and 
formed by the Spirit into all truth.  
 
See You Sunday, 

Catechumenate Team: (L. to R.)  
Chuck Hornberger, Rev. Sharon Ciccarelli, Carrie Burr, and 

Rev. Todd Miller (Not Pictured) Heidi Leone  
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Welcome to the Pentecost edition of Trinity News! May the 
presence of the Holy Spirit whose arrival the Church celebrates 
at Pentecost remain and abide with you. 
 
You will notice in this issue some slight changes in the word-
ing of each newsletter section. This is an effort to more accu-
rately name the aspects of our parish life. 
 
The Trinity Parish newsletter is a quarterly newsletter (four 
times / year).  The newsletter issues for 2010-2011 and the due 
dates for submissions are as follows: 
 
Issue                                                 Submissions Due Date 

Post Pentecost                                 August 16, 2010 
(Sept., Oct., Nov.) 

Advent/Christmas/Epiphany        November 15, 2010 
(Dec., Jan., Feb.) 
 
Please email the office if you have any comments or sugges-
tions for future issues. 
 
Your Editors, 
 
The Rev. Todd Miller 
Aaron W. Friar 
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10 years at Trinity?”   
 
The idea that generated the most energy was to dedicate 10% 
of our operating expenses from 2010 to mission and outreach 
in 2011.  Many pros and cons were weighed:  Would such a 
choice be fiscally responsible?  What are we called to do as 
Christians?  How would we raise the money?  To meet this 
commitment, would we tap the endowment if needed?   
What about the stewardship of our buildings?  Is there one 
project around which we could rally that would provide an 
opportunity for the whole parish to come together?  How 
could we leverage such a decision (i.e., publicity) to make 
the maximum impact in our own parish?  

 
A motion was made to “dedicate 10% of our 2010 operat-
ing expenses to mission and outreach in 2011.”  The mo-
tion was seconded.  Six voted in favor; two abstained.   

 
For the full minutes from the vestry’s May 13 meeting, please 
see the “Meeting Minutes” bulletin board in the Dunbar (coffee 
hour) Room. 

OUTREACH  (CONT.) 
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This article is the first in a periodic series which highlights 
something written about our parish in the past but still very 
pertinent to today. Below is Part I of a theological reflection  
written by the Rev. Carl P. Ijams, one of Trinity’s past rectors, 
concerning the significance of our church’s beautiful stained 
glass windows. 
 
One of the principal purposes of the church and its people is to 
proclaim the Good News of Christ’s salvation, and to show 
Him forth to the people of the world. Among our heritages 
from the traditions of past centuries, is the remarkable way the 
story of Christ can be shown forth to people through the use of 
fine arts: through music, sculpture, painting, architecture and so 
forth. One of the highest forms of these religious arts is that of 
religious stained glass windows. 
 
Consider, for example, our lovely stained glass windows. They 
are gifts to our parish from many different people; or as in the 
instance of the great window in the rear, from the whole parish. 
They are principally the work of two men: William E. Roberts, 
who designed the Great Te Deum Window above the altar and 
the windows of the chapel; and C. J. Connick, who designed all 
the blue windows, of the clerestory,* with its medieval French 
pattern, called gris or grisaille.**   
 
These windows are fine examples of men using their artistic 
talents to show forth the Christian Faith, through the handiwork 
of stained glass. In this case, we are doubly blest: for not only 
do we see the traditional pictorial representations, which in-
flame our hearts and devotion, but in the blue windows we see 
the deliberate use of Christian symbolism, which gives deep 
inspiration to all those who see and recognize and understand 
the significance of the secrets they see there… 
 

— Rev. Carl P. Ijams 
4th Rector of Trinity Parish, 1972-1993 
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In the next issue, Part II of Rev. Ijam’s article on Trinity’s 
Windows will reveal the symbolism contained in the upper 
clerestory windows. Until then, can you guess which apostle or 
church father/mother is represented by each symbol? 
 
Also, Do you know where there is a misspelling in one of the 
stained glass windows? I will give you a clue: it is a saint from 
the 4th century. 
 
Tune in next issue for the answer to this question and much, 
much more… (Dan Brown eat your heart out) 
 

— The Editors 
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Trinity Parish will celebrate a sung Eucharist at 7:00pm on the 
following major feast days this summer: 
 
Tues., June 29              Feast of St. Peter and St. Paul, Apostles 
Fri., August 6               Feast of the Transfiguration 
Tues., September 14     Holy Cross Day 
 
If you have never been to a mid-week feast day Eucharist, 
come!  And bring a friend. 
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A PRAYER  FOR USE IN  THE  EVENING  
The following prayer, taken from the writings of St. Augustine (354-
430), is used in the Evening Prayer service and is found in the Book of 
Common Prayer on page 124. 
 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or 
weep this night, and give your angels charge over those who 
sleep.  Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless 
the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joy-
ous; and all for your love’s sake.  Amen. 
 
A PRAYER  FOR BEFORE RECEIVING  COMMUNION  
The following prayer comes to us from the early centuries of the 
Church and can be found in the Book of Common Prayer on page 834. 
 
Be present, be present, O Jesus, our great High Priest, as you 
were present with your disciples, and be known to us in the 
breaking of bread; who live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
A PRAYER  FOR AFTER RECEIVING  COMMUNION  
This prayer, from the first Book of Common Prayer (1549) is found in 
the present book on page 834. 
 
O Lord Jesus Christ, who in a wonderful Sacrament hast left 
unto us a memorial of thy passion:  Grant us, we beseech thee, 
so to venerate the sacred mysteries of thy Body and Blood, that 
we may ever perceive within ourselves the fruit of thy redemp-
tion; who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

King’s College Chapel, Cambridge, UK 
An Architectural Style Copied by our Parish 

* Clerestory lit. clear storey, also clearstory, clearstorey, or over-
storey) is an architectural term denoting an upper level of a Roman 
basilica or of the nave of a Romanesque or Gothic church, the walls of 
which rise above the rooflines of the lower aisles and are pierced with 
windows. The purpose of the clerestory is to give light to the inner 
space of a large building. (Wikipedia) 
 
** Grisaille  lit. graying is a French term for painting executed en-
tirely in monochrome or near-monochrome, usually in shades of grey. 
It is particularly used in large decorative schemes in imitation of 
sculpture. (Wikipedia) 
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Most Episcopalians tend to read the scriptures with the guid-
ance of a lectionary; the Daily Office and Eucharistic lection-
aries present the scriptures to us in bite-sized chunks, picking 
and choose which scriptures to read depending on the liturgical 
season.  Those who have read the Bible straight through from 
Genesis to Revelation report that a straight-through reading of 
the scriptures is a very different experience: narratives are not 
artificially shortened to fit the liturgy; the tensions and trajec-
tory of plot become more prominent; longer readings within 
individual books provide an immersion experience that can 
open up insight into an author’s thoughts, style and intentions; 
the sweep of salvation history is more readily seen; and our 
experience of Jesus in the gospels can deepen as we better un-
derstand and appreciate the scriptures that surround them.   
 
Beginning June 29 and continuing through the spring of 2011, 
a group from several of the Episcopal parishes in Newton will 
be reading the Bible through from cover to cover.  They will be 
using a reading plan that calls for approximately 15 minutes of 
reading each day, six days per week, for one year.  The edition 
of the Bible called for is a single-column format (most Bibles 
are double-column format) without chapter and verse, format-
ted to be read like a typical book. There will be monthly ses-
sions to check in and reflect upon the experience. 
 
You are invited to join!  For more information, or if you would 
like to join, please be in touch with Fr. Miller at 617-527-2790 
or toddmiller@trinitynewton.org.  Those from last year’s group 
who are nearing completion of the reading report that the ex-
perience has opened their eyes to see the scriptures in a new 
way and has deepened their faith in Christ.   The reading plan 
can be found online at http://thebooksofthebible.info/pdf/
reading_plan/whole.pdf.  The edition of the Bible the group is 
using can be found on the same site and costs $8.99.   
 

 
The Whole Bible Experience 
Meeting Schedule, 2010-2011 

All Meetings at Trinity, Newton Centre 
Eucharist at 7:00pm, Group at 8:00 

Meetings ending at 9:30pm 
 
·      Tuesday, June 29, St. Peter and St. Paul, 
·      Friday, August 6, The Transfiguration 
·      Tuesday, September 14, Holy Cross Day 
·      Thursday, October 28, St. Simon and St. Jude 
·      Tuesday, November 30, St. Andrew 
·      Wednesday, December 29, Holy Innocents 
·      Wednesday, February 2, The Presentation 
·      Thursday, February 24, St. Matthias 
·      Friday, March 25, The Annunciation 
·      Monday, April 25, St. Mark 
·      Tuesday, May 31, The Visitation 
· Friday, June 24, Nativity of St. John the Baptist 

Would you like to walk the Boston College labyrinth with 
fellow Trinity parishioners? Weather permitting, on Friday 
mornings at 8:30, Trinity’s Labyrinth Walkers meet at the 
Boston College labyrinth outside the Burns library at the corner 
of Commonwealth Avenue and College Road. (Tell the parking 
attendant you’re there to walk the labyrinth; they should let you 
in.) Call Carrie Burr at 617-969-6534 to confirm before 
coming. 
 
WHAT  IS A LABYRINTH ? 
 
Labyrinths were common in Europe in the Middle Ages, and 
walking them was part of popular and religious culture. The 
Boston College Memorial Labyrinth is based on a 13th-century 
pattern from Chartres Cathedral. It is a unicursal labyrinth, with 
a single path to the center and out again.  
 
The symbolism of the Chartres labyrinth is complex. The 
circle, a perfect form, can be seen as symbolizing eternity, the 
universe, the cycle of the seasons— the perfect plan of the 
Creator. The cross that bisects the circle can be seen as a 
symbol for Christ in the world. The path is the journey of life. 
It can also be seen as a way truth through the maze of choices 
that the world presents. 
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On Thursdays, July 1, 15 and August 5, at 8:30am, the Sunday 
School will do a Labyrinth walk at the Boston College Laby-
rinth at the corner of Commonwealth Ave. and College Rd.  
Please call Ashley Duggan at 617-527-2908 to confirm that 
you are coming.  Enter at Commonwealth St. entrance, telling 
the parking attendant you are there to walk the labyrinth.  In-
vite a friend! 
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On Trinity Sunday, May 30, our Sunday School students par-
ticipated in the 10:00 liturgy as lectors, ushers and oblation 
bearers, and at the close of the service our teachers were pre-
sented with flowers in thanksgiving for faithful work, well-
done.  Thank you to our Sunday School Steering Committee 
and teachers – Sharon, Carrie and Ashley – and to our teachers 
Mary, Margery, Alexa, Joella and Abby.  Beginning on the 
Second Sunday after Pentecost (this year June 6), the Sunday 
School moved into summer mode:  one classroom instead of 
two, a story and craft project replaces the Godly Play curricu-
lum.  Nursery care for our youngest will continue through the 
summer.  Trinity Parish welcomes Elizabeth Glowacki, a Bos-
ton College senior, to our Sunday School staff.  Joella, Abby 
and Alexa will be with us through the summer before leaving 
for college in the fall.   
 
See the announcements on this page for additional Sunday 
School summer dates. Please be reminded that Sunday School 
starts at 9:45am, and that childcare ends at 11:30.  
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Please mark your calendars for the first day of Sunday School 
and the Sunday School Open House on September 19.  More 
information and Sunday School registration forms will be 
available in August.  Tell a friend about Trinity’s excellent 
Sunday School and invite them to visit! 

Trinity’s Sunday School Teachers 
Mary, Alexa, Abby, and Margery (L. to R.) 

June Sunday Eucharist Wed. Eucharist 

Pentecost  II 
Proper 5 

June 6 
1 Kings 17:8-16 
Psalm 146 
Galatians 1:11-24 
Luke 7:11-17 

June 9 
1 Kings 18:20-39 
Psalm 16:1,6-11 
Matthew 5:17-19 

Pentecost III 
Proper 6 

June 13 
1 Kings 21:1-10, 15-21 
Psalm 5:1-8 
Galatians 2:15-21 
Luke 7:36-8:3 

June 16 
2 Kings 2:1, 6-14 
Psalm 31:19-24 
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 

Pentecost IV 
Proper 7 

June 20 
1 Kings 19:1-4, 8-15 
Psalm 42 and 43 
Galatians 3:23-29 
Luke 8:26-39 

June 23 
2 Kings 22:8-13, 
23:1-3 
Psalm 119:33-40 
Matthew 7:15-20 

Pentecost V 
Proper 8 

June 27 
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 
Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 
Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
Luke 9:51-62 

June 30 
Psalm 50:7-15 
Amos 5:14-15,21-24  
Matthew 8:28-34 
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July Sunday Eucharist Wed. Eucharist 

Pentecost VI 
Proper 9 

July 4 
2 Kings 5:1-14 
Psalm 30 
Galatians 6:7-16 
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

July 7 
Psalm 105:1-7 
Hosea 10:1-3, 7-8, 12 
Matthew 10:1-7 

Pentecost VII 
Proper 10 
 

July 11 
Amos 7:7-17 
Psalm 82 
Colossians 1:1-14 
Luke 10:25-37 

July 14 
Isaiah 10:5-7, 13-16 
Psalm 95:5-15; 
Matthew 11:25-27  

Pentecost VIII 
Proper 11 

July 18 
Amos 8:1-12 
Psalm 52 
Colossians 1:15-28 
Luke 10:38-42 

July 21 
Jeremiah 1:1, 4-10 
Psalm 7:1-6, 15-17 
Matt. 13:1-9  

Pentecost IV 
Proper 12 

July 25 
Hosea 1:2-10 
Psalm 85 
Colossians 2:6-15 
Luke 11:1-13 

July 28 
Jeremiah 15:10, 15-21 
Psalm 59:1-4, 18-20 
Matt. 13:44-46  
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The Centre St. Food Pantry – a joint effort of the Episcopal 
parishes in Newton and housed at Trinity Parish – continues to 
make progress toward its anticipated opening in late fall or 
early winter.  Generous contributions have raised over $4,000 
as of this printing, and a generous attorney is donating her ser-
vices to help establish the Centre St. Food Pantry as a separate 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  The Food Pantry Steering 
Committee continues to meet bi-weekly to attend to the many 
tasks required to open the pantry.  Along with Rob Schoeck 
from St. John’s, Newtonville, Trinity parishioner Jessica Hixon 
serves as the Food Pantry steering committee’s co-chair.  Other 
Trinity parishioners on the Food Pantry Steering Committee 
are The Rev. Todd Miller and Kim Vanaman.  Would you like 
to make a contribution to the Centre St. Food Pantry?  Please 
make a check payable to “Trinity Parish” with “Centre St Food 
Pantry” in the memo line.  Would you like to volunteer to help 
at the Centre St. Food Pantry?  We will need your help when 
we open in the fall and winter!  Please look for future an-
nouncements. 

August Sunday Eucharist Wed. Eucharist 

Pentecost X 
Proper 13 

August 1 
Hosea 11:1-11 
Psalm 107:1-9, 43 
Colossians 3:1-11 
Luke 12:13-21 

August 4 
Jeremiah 31:1-7 
Psalm 121; 
Matt. 15:21-28 

Pentecost XI 
Proper 14 

August 8 
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 
Psalm 50:1-8, 23-24 
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
Luke 12:32-40 

August 11 
Ezek. 9:1-7, 10:18-22 
Psalm 113 
Matt. 18:15-20 

Pentecost XII 
Proper 15 

August 15 
Isaiah 5:1-7 
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-18 
Hebrews 11:29-12:2 
Luke 12:49-56 

August 18 
Ezek. 34:1-11 
Psalm 23 
Matt. 20:1-16a 

Pentecost XIII 
Proper 16 

August 22 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Psalm 71:1-6 
Hebrews 12:18-29 
Luke 13:10-17 

August 25 
II Thess. 3:6-10,  
16-18 
Psalm 128 
Matt. 23:27-32 

Pentecost XIV 
Proper 17 

August 29 
Jeremiah 2:4-13 
Psalm 81:1, 10-16 
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
Luke 14:1, 7-14 

September 1 
I Cor. 3:1-9 
Psalm 62 
Luke 4:38-44 
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At coffee hour following the 10:00am liturgy on Sunday, June 
27, representatives from the Centre St. Food Pantry will be at 
Trinity Parish to present on the food pantry.  To learn more 
about the food pantry and how you can be involved, please 
come! 

September Sunday Eucharist Wed. Eucharist 

Pentecost XV 
Proper 18 

September 5 
Jeremiah 18:1-11 
Psalm 139:1-5, 13-18 
Philemon 1-21 
Luke 14:25-33 

September 8 
I Cor. 7:25-31 
Psalm 47 
Luke 6:20-26 

Pentecost XVI 
Proper 19 

September 12 
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 
Psalm 14 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 
Luke 15:1-10 

September 15 
I Cor. 12:31-13:13 
Psalm 33:1-12, 22 
Luke 7:31-35 

Pent. XVII 
Proper 20 

September 19 
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 
Psalm 79:1-9 
1 Timothy 2:1-7 
Luke 16:1-13 

September 22 
Proverbs 30:5-9 
Psalm 24:1-6 
Luke 9:1-6 

Pent. XVIII 
Proper 21 

September 26 
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 
1 Timothy 6:6-19 
Luke 16:19-31 

September 29 
Job 9:1-16 
Psalm 88:10-15 
Luke 9:57-62 
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The disciples were fishermen, and ‘putting out into the deep for 
a catch’ is a powerful metaphor for reading the scriptures, 
prayer and the spiritual life.  On Saturday, August 7, Fr. Miller 
will take the Sunday School fishing at Hale Reservation in 
Westwood.  Meet at the church at 8:00am.  Parents, please ac-
company your child(ren).  Cost to get in to the reservation is $4 
for adults, $2 for children.  Please use sunscreen, and bring wa-
ter, and bring fishing rods if you have them.  Bait will be pro-
vided.  We will finish no later than noon.   

Eight times each year, Trinity Parish volunteers to prepare and 
serve the evening meal for guests at the Salvation Army in 
Framingham.  Upcoming dates for the Salvation Army dinner 
are: 
 
Monday, July 12 
Monday, August 9 
Monday, September 13 
Monday, November 8 
 
Please note that we do not serve a meal in June or in Decem-
ber.  Please sign up on the sheet in the Dunbar Room. 
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On Wednesday, July 14, 7:30pm, following the liturgy, Todd 
and Ashley will host a potluck at the rectory.  Please sign up in 
the Dunbar Room to bring a dish to pass, either main dish, 
salad, beverage or dessert.  And bring a friend!  The potluck is 
a great opportunity for others to get to know us. 
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Did you know that Trinity Parish of-
fers a brown bag lunch to the hungry 
who come to our doors?  The Rev. 
Sharon Ciccarelli and Heidi Leone 
faithfully stock the kitchen refrigerator 
with bread, lunch meats, fruit, water 
and snacks to hand out to those who 
knock on Trinity’s door for assistance.  
Todd and Aaron make the lunches as 
needed.  Also for those in need who 

knock on our doors, Trinity gives small denomination gift 
cards for local supermarkets.  On a typical week, Trinity will 
hand out 3-4 lunches and 5 gift cards worth $10 to several area 
families in need.   
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Nancy Cobb, a long-time, beloved member of Trinity Parish, 
died on Monday, June 7.  Her ashes were buried in Trinity’s 
memorial garden after the burial liturgy on June 10.  Here fol-
lows the text of the homily given by Fr. Miller. 
 
When I was making phone calls to some of the parish after 
Nancy died, one of us said to me, “Oh, my goodness.  The end 
of an era!”   She was right – it is the end of an era.  Nancy was 
the Trinity Parish secretary for 47 years. She is the last surviv-
ing person we know who knew Fr. Sullivan, and Nancy is the 
only person to have met all six Rectors of Trinity Parish – all 
six, since 1889!.  Yes, Nancy’s death marks the end of an era. 

 
But Nancy’s death is also the beginning of a new era.  For us as 
Christians, death is both an end and a beginning.  As we will 
hear shortly in the Eucharistic prayers, “For to your faithful 
people, Lord, life is changed, not ended.”  And so, though we 
will greatly miss Nancy – her indefatigable good nature, her 
warmth, her charm, her graciousness – it is now the beginning 
of a new era.  Before, when Nancy was among us, she minis-
tered among us as she answered the phones and the doorbell 
and as she did the countless administrative tasks needed at the 
parish…  and she ministered among us through her faithful 
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worship and 
prayers.  Yes, 
prayers!  I often 
asked her if she 
prayed and contin-
ued to pray.  “Of 
course!” she would 
say.  And some-
times she would 
add, “It’s what 
keeps me going.”  
Nancy prayed for 
many things, and I 
know she prayed 
for Trinity Parish.  
Nancy’s interces-
sions were, I think, 

her way of continuing in Trinity’s ministry even as she was 
unable to be physically present with us.  She may have worked 
as secretary for 47 years, but she continued to minister among 
us through her prayer for nearly 20 more! 
 
(I’ve often wondered, “Who’s prayer was it, that has kept Trin-
ity Parish going?”  I wonder if Nancy’s prayers had something 
to do with that!) 
 
Now, Nancy continues to be part of us as we are all part of the 
great communion of saints, and she continues her Christian ser-
vice by her faithful worship and prayers.  We are in a new era 
in which Nancy prays – including for us, as she always has! – 
face to face with our Lord.  With her continued prayer – and 
with our prayer, united with Nancy’s – I am eager to see what 
becomes of us at Trinity in this new era.  We will greatly miss 
Nancy, and Nancy will continue to minister among us through 
her prayers.  We at Trinity are at the beginning of a new era, an 
era in which Nancy now intercedes for us face to face with our 
Lord. 
 
I want to tell you a story.  When I was in Zimbabwe for a 
month in the mid 1990’s, the priest at the parish that hosted us 
was an older man.  Given his age and the great distance that 
made it difficult to travel between Zimbabwe and the United 
States, he knew that the likelihood of seeing us again was 

Nancy with Rev. Carl P. Ijams  
At her 35th Anniversary Celebration, 1980 

Nancy Cobb at 17 Years Old 

small.  He bade farewell to us with this beautiful line:  “Though 
we are far apart, yet we are very near whenever we pray, for we 
are united in the Lord.” 
 
Nancy may be far away – death is so final! – and yet Nancy is 
very near whenever we pray.  For whenever we pray, we are 
united in the Lord. 
 
I know that Nancy will continue to pray for us.  I invite you to 
pray for the soul of Nancy, for Sandra and her family and all 
who mourn her death.  And whenever we pray, we are closely 
united with Nancy and the whole communion of saints, as they 
stand face-to-face with our resurrected Lord. 
 

— Fr. Todd Miller 
Funeral Sermon, June 10, 2010 
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Our parish is once again pleased to host the Boston Artists En-
semble for its 2010-2011 season. Below is a description of 
what is ahead along with the dates for each concert. 
 
We open our 2010 - 2011 season in November with a powerful 
program that includes Schubert’s E flat Trio. Robert Schumann 
raved about the work, writing “Some years ago this Trio by 
Schubert passed across the face of the musical world like some 
angry comet in the sky. It was his hundredth opus, and shortly 
afterward, in November 1828, he died.” This program opens 
with the miraculous and perfect Ravel Piano Trio, written in 
1914. 
 
In January, the BAE continues its survey of Schubert’s String 
Quartets with an appearance by Bayla Keyes in the profoundly 
touching “Rosamunde” Quartet in A minor. The first of Schu-
bert’s mature quartets, it is paired with Dvorak’s final Quartet 
in A flat, Opus 105. 
 
In February, the incomparable Thomas Martin joins us in a per-
formance of Mozart’s Clarinet Quintet in A Major. The pro-
gram also includes the masterful Quartet No. 2 in A minor of 
Brahms. 
 
In March, we return to our survey of Beethoven’s String Trios 
with the Serenade in D Major, Opus 8, and cellist Wendy War-
ner returns for another sparkling Boccherini Quintet. We also 
perform celebrated composer Judith Weir’s String Quartet. A 
13-minute lyrical piece, this work is based on her songs in the 
style of medieval Romances and a folk ballad from Banffshire, 
Scotland. The program concludes with Schubert’s gorgeous but 
rarely played String Quartet in B flat, D 112. 
 
The last program in April speaks for itself: the imperishable 
Brahms B Major Trio, two scintillating tangos by Scott 
Wheeler and Astor Piazzolla, and then Schumann’s impas-
sioned Piano Quintet. 
 
BAE continues its four-year celebration of the quartets of 
Schubert. This season we continue our survey of Schubert's 
quartets with the "Rosamunde" quartet in A minor in February 
and the B-flat Quartet in March. 
 
Here are the specific dates for each concert. All concerts are 
located in main sanctuary of Trinity Parish: 
 

· Sunday, November 7, 2:30pm 
· Sunday, January 16, 2:30pm 
· Sunday, February 20, 2:30pm 
· Sunday, March 6, 2:30pm 
· Sunday, April 17, 2:30pm 
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Get connected and make a difference; come, volunteer at Trin-
ity Parish!  Here are some of the ways in which you can get 
involved at Trinity and make a difference: 
 

· Altar Guild 
· Audit Committee 
· Sunday Counters 
· Crucifers & Acolytes 
· Deanery-Convention 
· Eucharistic Visitors 
· Finance Committee 
· Investment Committee 
· Lay Eucharistic Ministers 
· Lectors 
· Liturgical Consultation Group 
· Nominating Committee  
· Parish Librarian 
· Parish Photographer 
· Property Committee 
· Sunday School Steering Committee 
· Sunday School Teachers and Assistants 
· Stewardship Committee 
· Treasurer Team 
· Ushers 
· Verger & Assistant Verger 
 

Would you like to help by getting involved with one of these 
opportunities?  To sign up or to learn more, please speak to Fr. 
Miller or one of Trinity’s Wardens, Chuck Hornberger and 
Carrie Burr. 
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Did you know that on the fourth Sunday of the month, Trinity’s 
loose offering goes to a particular charity? Below are listed the 
amounts and recipients of Trinity’s loose offerings so far in 
2010: 
 
Sunday, January 17        $1,121.00       Relief for Haiti 
Sunday, February 28      $161.00          Relief for Haiti 
Sunday, March 19          $131.00          Relief for Haiti 
Sunday, March 28          $85.00            Episcopal City Mission 
Sunday, April 4              $143.25          Episcopal Missions 
Sunday, April 25            $43.85            Springwell 
Sunday, May 30             $106.00          CAN-DO 
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Stand aside, Woodstock.  Hello, Trinity Parish junk party!  
Come, join Trinity's 2010  "junk party" to help Trinity do some 
(belated) spring cleaning.  A dumpster will be at Trinity on 
July 17, 9am to Noon to collect debris from the remodeling of 
the food pantry area 
downstairs.  Trinity 
will fill the remain-
ing dumpster space 
with what we will 
clean out from our 
basement spaces.  
As with all Trinity 
Parish parties, food 
will be provided.  
Don't miss out!  
Come, and you will 
honestly be able to 
tell your grandchil-
dren that you were 
at this epic event. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 2   7:00 pm  

     Eucharist,  
Catechists Team 
Mtg., 7:30pm 

3 4 5 

6    10:00am - 
Eucharist 

7    8 9  7:00 pm  
    Eucharist 
Sunday School 
Steering Ctm. Mtg. 
7:30pm 

10   11  12 

13    10:00am - 
Eucharist, Sermon 
Discussion 
 

14 15   16   7:00 pm  
     Eucharist 
Gardening Party,  
7:30pm 
    

17 Vestry Mtg.  
          7:30pm 

18 19  Men’s Breakfast, 
8:15am, IHOP,   
Soldier’s Field Road 
Food Pantry 
Workday, 12:30pm 

20   10:00am - 
Eucharist 
 

21   
 

22 
 

23   7:00 pm  
       Eucharist 
 

24 25 26   

27   10:00am - 
Eucharist 
Food Pantry 
Presentation, 11:30 

28 
 
 

29 Feast of Ss. Peter 
& Paul, Eucharist, 
7pm, Whole Bible 
Experience, 8pm 

30   7:00 pm  
       Eucharist 

   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1   Sunday School 
Labyrinth Walk, 
8:30am, BC 

2 3   Food Pantry Work 
Day, 9am- 3pm 

4    10:00am - 
Eucharist 

5  6 7  7:00 pm  
     Eucharist 
 

8   9  10 

11    10:00am - 
Eucharist 
 

12 13   Newcomer 
Dinner, 6pm– 8pm, 
Rectory 

14   7:00 pm  
     Eucharist 
Potluck, 7:30pm, 
Rectory 

15  Sunday School 
Labyrinth Walk, 
8:30am, BC 

16 17  Men’s Breakfast, 
8:15am, IHOP 
Junk Party, 9am-
Noon 

18   10:00am - 
Eucharist 
 

19   
 

20 
 

21   7:00 pm  
       Eucharist 
 

22     Vestry Mtg.  
          7:30pm 

23 24   

25   10:00am - 
Eucharist 

26 27 28   7:00 pm  
      Eucharist 

29   30 31 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1    10:00am - 
Eucharist 

2   3 4   7:00 pm  
     Eucharist 
 

5  Sunday School 
Labyrinth Walk, 
8:30am, BC 

6  Feast of 
Transfiguration,  
Eucharist, 7pm, 
Whole Bible, 8pm 

7   Fishing with Fr. 
Miller, 8am, Church 

8    10:00am - 
Eucharist 

9   Property 
Committee Mtg., 
7:30pm 

10 11  7:00 pm  
     Eucharist 
 

12 13 14 

15   10:00am - 
Eucharist 
 

16  Newsletter 
Submission Deadline 

17  18   7:00 pm  
     Eucharist 
    

19 20 21  Men’s Breakfast, 
8:15am, IHOP,   
Soldier’s Field Road 

22   10:00am - 
Eucharist 
 

23  Finance 
Committee Mtg. 8pm 
 

24 
 

25  7:00 pm  
       Eucharist 
 

26 27 28  

29  10:00am - 
Eucharist 

30  Finance 
Committee Mtg. 8pm 

31     
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1   7:00 pm  
     Eucharist 

2 3 4 

5    10:00am - 
Eucharist 

6    7 8  7:00 pm  
     Eucharist 
 

9  10 11 

12   10:00am - 
Eucharist 
 

13  Property 
Committee Mtg., 
7:30pm 

14 Holy Cross 
Eucharist, 7pm 
Whole Bible, 8pm 

15   7:00 pm    
Eucharist 
Sunday School 
Teacher Mtg., 7:30p    

16 17 18  Men’s Breakfast, 
8:15am, IHOP,   
Soldier’s Field Road 

19   10:00am - 
Eucharist, Sunday 
School Open House 
 

20  
 

21 
 

22   7:00 pm  
       Eucharist 
Vestry Mtg., 7:40-
9:30pm 

23 24 25  Diocesan 
Resource Day, 9am, 
Bentley University 

26   10:00am - 
Eucharist 

27 28 29  7:00 pm  
      Eucharist 

30   
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The Rev. Todd Miller 
    Rector 
 
The Rev. Sharon Ciccarelli 
    Priest Associate 
 
The Rev. Veronica Tierney 
    Priest Associate 
 
David Fellers 
    Music Director 
 
Aaron W. Friar 
    Parish Administrator 

Trinity Parish of Newton Centre 
Episcopal 
11 Homer Street, Newton Centre, MA 02459 

617-527-2790; Fax: 617-964-1839 
Office@trinitynewton.org; www.trinitynewton.org 
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The services of Holy Week – Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday and the Great Vigil of Easter – are the central ser-
vices of our Christian year.  It’s not too early to mark your cal-
endar for these services!   
 
Palm Sunday                       Sunday, April 17 at 10:00am 
Maundy Thursday               Thursday, April 21 at 7:30pm 
Good Friday                        Friday, April 22 at 7:30pm 
The Great Vigil of Easter    Saturday, April 23 at 8:30pm 
Easter Day                           Sunday, April 24 at 10:00am 
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It’s not too late to save the date for next year’s Annual Meeting 
scheduled for Sunday, January 23, 2011. Mark your calendars 
for this important time when we will receive reports from all 
the various parish ministries, discuss the budget for the upcom-
ing year, and elect new members to the church vestry. 
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Would you like to keep an eye on Trinity Parish’s budget 
throughout the year?  Budget figures are posted on the 
“Meeting Minutes” bulletin board in the Dunbar (coffee hour) 
Room. 


